
Flight of the Geese 

  

The next season, when you see the geese migrating, going to a warmer 
place.... Pay attention that they fly in a "V" formation. Maybe you will be 
interested in knowing why they do it this way... 

1. When geese fly together, each goose provides additional lift and reduces 
air resistance for the goose flying behind it.  

Consequently, by flying together in a v-formation, scientists estimate that the whole 
flock can fly about 70% farther with the same amount of energy than if each goose 
flew alone.  

When people work together harmoniously with each other, sharing common values 
and concern, they all arrive at the destination quicker and easier, because they are 
lifted up by the energy and enthusiasm of one another.

2. When a goose drops out of the v-formation it quickly discovers that it 
requires a great deal more effort and energy to fly.  

Consequently, that goose will quickly return to the formation to take advantage of 
the lifting power that comes from flying together. Sometimes people playing on 
teams will drop out of the group and try to accomplish goals on their own.  



However, like the geese, they usually discover that they miss the synergy and 
energy that comes when they are an active part of a cohesive team moving toward 
their destination, and want to return to the group.

3. Geese Rotate Leadership. The goose flying in the front of the formation has to 
expend the most energy because it is the first to break up the flow of air that 
provides the additional lift for all of the geese who follow behind the leader.  

Consequently, when the lead goose gets tired, it drops out of the front position and 
moves to the rear of the formation, where the resistance is lightest, and another 
goose moves to the leadership position.  

This rotation of position happens many times in the course of the long journey to 
warmer climates.  When a team is functioning well, various members of the group 
may take the leadership role for a while because of a particular expertise or 
experience.  Consequently, in good groups, everyone has the opportunity to serve 
as a leader as well as a follower.

4. Geese honk at each other. They also frequently make loud honking sounds as 
they fly together.  Scientists speculate that this honking is their way of 
communicating and encouraging each other during their long flight. 

Similarly, when working in groups or teams, it is exceedingly important for each 
member to encourage all the other team members.  

5. Geese help each other. Scientists also discovered that when one goose becomes 
ill, is shot, slow, tired or injured, and drops out of the formation, two other geese 
will fall out of formation and remain with the weakened goose.  



They will stay with and protect the injured or tired goose from predators until it is 
able to fly again or dies. Likewise, human teams work best when they do more than 
just work together, but care for the well being of each other.

Stay beside each other no matter what the differences; 
Especially in times of difficulty and great challenges.
If we bond together and support each other 
If we make true the spirit of teamwork 
Regardless of our differences; 
we can rise to meet our challenge. 
If we understand the real value of friendship 
If we are aware of the feeling of sharing 
LIFE WILL BE MORE FULFILLING AND MEANINGFUL 

With Love From:  Aarshia’s Parents


